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_ SUB-BRANCH
Presidentds Report OFEICE

Welcome to the last Sub -branch (02) 9523 -6833
Newsletter for 2011. The year is coming

to a close and once again we are TRUSTEES

wondering where the year went. It seems )

like only yesterday we were welcoming Mike Farrar

the new Millennium and that is now more Geoff Schuberg

than 11 years ago! | hope you are happy

with the Newsletter arriving with the Clyde West

Advance 1 it seems to have been a

workable change and is saving us a little COMMITTEE

in printing and postage. We have also .

, combined the monthly meeting lunch with President
= the Social Clubds ChristWageniThomas!|ly a
el Christmas lunches. Again it seems

acceptable to members and is saving us unnecessary expense. Thanks for Snr. Vice -
your support. President
Looking back at the year it is worthy to note a few of the developments Darryl Menzies
and events that come to mind. Firstly, at the State Congress last May, it )
was deci ded by a large majority that the NSW RSL would not introduce a Jnr. Vice -
new category of membership to allow non - servicemen and women to President
join. We were pleased with this result having instructed our delegates to Ken English
vote against the motion. Unfortunately, State Branch e xecutive has

decided to keep the matter alive and has formed another committee to

; - : ) Hon. retar
review the decision and presumably come up with another version for on. Secreta y

next Congress. We will keep you posted. Geoff Schuberg

Recently, the National President, RADM Ken Doolan Rtd, promoted, Hon. Treasurer

WITHOUT CONSULATION, a Memorandum of Understanding with the Kerry Cattell
veterans®é association of the former North Vietnam who w
and whose government in the years after the war persecuted the ARVN Hon. Publicity

(South Vietnamese) veterans and their families. Many of these former

allies are now living in Australia and are Australian citizens. Further, they Stan Grimshaw
have veterans®©o associations i n mo s t StaStMPDtD%Igéiategttend

commemorations, including ANZAC Day. They and many RSL members

(including most of our own Vietnam V ets) are opposed any such John Egan

agreement with the former enemy. As | write this | am led to believe the David Cripps

National President has withdrawn his proposal.

. | f it s hosed o General
enewals are out for next year and it is hoped we can maintain our Committee

membership above 600. Numbers are declinin g and in particular, our
monthly meeting attendance is fading noticeably. We now are lucky to get

80 at the meetings where 5 or 6 years ago it was 120. We are approving Harry Browne

new memberships of mainly young, currently serving people but that is Howard Carlson
not replacing the  losses. Please attend our meetings if you are able. John Keys
Whilst mentioning the younger members, we must pause to consider the Cory Rinaldi

loss of lives in Afghanistan this past year. In particular the fact that 4
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have been killed by persons they served alongside and shou Id be entitled to believe are allies. It is
bad enough for our soldiers to be killed in direct combat or by those evil, unseen IEDs but to be

turned on by one you thought was an ally, is unimaginable. None of us have seen this type of

threat and to those w  ho must endure such abomination we can only offer our heartfelt support.

Our sympathy goes to the families of those who died or were injured.

Our principal activity of welfare support to our members continues to occupy many of our
volunteers. Whether iti s a social outing, pension review or a visit to hospital or nursing home, our
volunteers are there to help and | thank them all on your behalf for their time. | must also thank

my committee for their untiring effort during the year. Well done all of you.

My next communication to you will be in our Annual Report next February, so on behalf of my
committee, | would like to wish you all a wonderful Christmas with family and friends and a healthy
and hearty New Year.

See you at the club,
Warren Thomas

SUBBRANCH MEETING&X)12

1045hrs start, 1st Monday unless noted.

January Z Nomeeting 6t February 5th March (AGM, 1030 start)
2nd April 7th May 4th June
2nd July 6t August 3rd September
2nd October (Tuesday) 5th November 3 December
Do you meet an ex -service person now and again who might like to join our Sub -Branch?

Give them our phone number ,wwve.cronwardssbbraneh.camadir e s s é

Cronulla RSL SubBranch Vietnam Veterans Day
Munro Park War Memorial 18 August 2011

Back in August, now around 4 months ago, as with other commemorations, we held a short

service in Munro Park. It was well attended and was quite a moving service. A mix of
attendees Y Vietnam veterans of course, but we also had support from our  WW?2 vets as well
T ’ [ S noyono A T v ":"2”’_'—"'!_“‘_!7’1[_!50(;Oia'.‘. ¢ —
members of the public. ~ Again, thanks to the Cripps and Frasers, the rep lica Long Tan Cross

was in prominence at the service and the luncheon that ensued. Photos from the luncheon
Ty _~ Our Président, Waten Thomas, gave the address at this service and that is

indeed worthy of printhere. 1 ° N’ T oge T T T .
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0OAOQCEAAT 660 ' AAOAOO
Good morning ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the second Vietnam Veterans Remembrance D¢

service here in Munro Park. | welcome, in particular, those who have come from surrounding suburbs to
share this day with us.

We are here at this War Memorial to remember all those who served in the Vietham War which began
with an initial deployment of 30 military advisers, the AATTMAustralian Army Training Team Vietnam),
in 1962 to train the South Vietnamese army in their fight against the insurgent Viet Cong and later the
invading North Viethamese Army.

I OOOOAI EAGO ET OT 1 OAI AT 6 AOAAI ACGAA OEOIT 6CE OEA
closure of the Takforce in 1971 until complete withdrawal in 1973. Over 60,000 servicemen from all
OEOAA OAOOEAAO DPAOOEAEDPAOAA ET xEAO EO OOEI I
involvement the Australian Army sent 42,407 troops, the RAN deployed3]500 sailors and the RAAF
4,443 airmen.

All arms and services of the Australian Army were involved, including 9 Battalions. The RAN deployed
destroyers, troop carriers, a helicopter detachment and a Clearance Diving Team. The RAAF had thre
squadrons opeational, including Canberra bombers. All three services also had medical teams deployed
It was a massive commitment for a relatively small country, initially provided from regular forces but
soon supplemented by a national service scheme.

That was the ommitment, but what was the cost?

There were 521 young Australian men who made the supreme sacrifice among the total of over 3,000
casualties. There were other costs too. War leaves its scars on all those who participate. For examplé
many found upon retun and over the ensuing years there were serious debilitations developing which
have resulted in death or permanent disability. Many still wake at night remembering those stinking,
humid days; the incessant rain; the constant battle with the jungle even fiwe seeing the enemy (an
enemy who struck in the manner we now describe as terrorism), hidden booby traps, ambush; too often,
the sickening sight of a mate who has been taken down; the emptiness that comes from missing love
ones at home; and the wonderig of- if - or - when - we would see them again.

4AEAOA xAOA 1T OEAO OAiI AOEAAI A EAAOOOAO 1T &£ OEA 6E
was not so easy to calculate. There was no geographic feature to force the enemy to retreat to. For th
iTO0 PAOOh OEAOA xAO 11 EAAdnéry Bgmighh WA kn@AHodk Whbdhae
fought all wars since Vietnam share this modern day dilemma.

Amazingly, for us, back home there were the strangely wAustralian actions occurring driven by the
vocal minority. Disagreeing with Government decisions is part of our democratic right. Expressing that

disagreement by dishonouring returning diggers is despicable and brought great shame on those who
did so.

Fortunately, this is a lesson most Astralians seem to have well learned as evidenced by the increasing
attendance at ANZAC Day ceremonies.

Today we remember all that and more and we thank all those Vietham Veterans who gave service tc
their country and also thank their families for their love and continued support.

Once again, ladies and gentlemen, thank you all for your attendance.
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Th e photos from 18 ™ August :

Above : The Flag Party; Our replica Long Tan Cross; Laying the wreaths.

Below : Some serious chat prior to lunch; Part of the lunch crowd

At left: Three men, four conflicts . From left to
right, Corey Rinaldi (East Timor/ Iraq), Ray Hart
(WW2), Ron Shaw (Vietnam)

Thanks to John Egan, our Sub ~ -Branch
Social Club Publicity Officer, comes the
e following:

ABockstaro was t he29n g
bomber that dropped the atom bomb
= on Nagasaki in 1945.

WHOGO S WH OPENSNONS & WELFARE
)T DOAOGETI 60 1T Ax0Ol A
OAAI h OTT1 AOGEI AO A
OEA AOAA OEAU OAO
champion workers for our cause.

OOAOOh xABOA 1T AAOI [
U TAi A8 "0O0 EOG6O OEI A 1
CAO8zA( K OEA 80 Ei @it AQORA «

And they are:
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Funeral Celbrants (3) Nursing Home and
Home Visits (5)

Dennis Graham Ryland Tony Dibetta Zi
Ramsbottom Greg Crumblin Matt Coady

Pensions & Advocacy (3)

-

Z

ichael Farral

70N _
Geoff Schuberg Ron Shaw Richard
Davis

(Advocate)

Paul Batman

Both Graham Rylandone of our Funeral Celebrants) adartin Holden (one
of our Nursing and Home Visits volunteers), also do visits to those in hospita
Their photos are shown earlier in their other roles.

S.

Graham covers any hospital in the Sutherland Shire and Martin covers those in the St. George area.

All of those men you see here (some wear two hats!) are accredited by DVA and have attended
appropriate courseswhA1 UT O T AAA O1 OAT E O OEAinh Ui G811

/Re Hospital &  Home visits __: If you know of a member who is ill at home or in \
hospital, we wondét know unless somebody tells
call in the Sub -Branch office (Mondays, Wednesdays or Thursdays), or leave a

message with Reception.

Pension s: If you have a concern with any matter with pensions such as applications,
Qppeals etc, our Pensions Officers can help. Contacts as above. J

EVENTS, HAPPENINGS AND OTHER HEADLINES

A z, A

SmallWorld? h NJ I Ol & $ 20NIJyBa@S Na | y@ 6 Q

Case 1Jenny Weir, one of our regulars at our monthly daytime meetings, was going to be away for our

October meeting as it was being held on a Tuesday (she works). So, not one to miss out, she decided to attend
the Night Chapter meeting held late SeptemberinsR@® b2¢ aKSQa It R aKS RARH ¢
aStAYRIFI {LISYOSNE | bAIKG [/ KFLWGSNI NS3IdA N gK2 OF yQi
aStAYRI gl a WSyyeQa mfiKBBNIKIARNIQGF B SKS/NJISE STRyAVEK S NI ¥
2yS 2F aStAyRIFQa Ydzy . SOSNI Seda oNARSaAaYFARaX FYyR R
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